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Overview 

Goals 

Contemporary development literature clearly establishes that marginalized groups have unequal 
share of the opportunities that open up in the process of development. Within the ‘deprivation 
layers’ of caste, class and ethnicity, women bear the additional burden of their gendered location. In 
India, not only, gendered processes have a persistent regional dimension that continues to exist 
despite overall development; development itself can have adverse implications for women. Given 
this, the proposed course has the following objectives:  

 To provide an analysis of the location of women in processes of development and to 
understand the centrality of gender in each case; 

 To examine theoretical and conceptual frameworks for the analysis, including an 
understanding of gender divisions and their interaction with other forms of inequality such 
as caste, class, race, and ethnicity and their spatiality; 

 To reflect upon the linkages between the global economy and the gendered macro and micro 
processes of development; and 

 To provide a basis for research, practical action, and policy formulation and for evaluating 
directions and strategies for social change.  
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Milestones 

5th February 2016 

Finalisation of Topics for Review Essay 

24th February 2016 

Finalisation of Topics for Term Paper 

21 March 2015 

Submission of Review Essay 

22 April 2015 

Submission and Presentation of Term Paper 
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Gender and Development: Regional Dimension with Special Reference to India 

Course Content 

1. Section A
  

Locating Gender in Development Process 

 i. Theoretical framework – Classical and neo-classical theories of human 

capital formation, institutions and their feminist critique; gender theories- 
contextualizing patriarchy/matriarchy, kinship structure, and gender 
roles and their importance for understanding gender relations and their 

implication for development processes; Autonomy, empowerment, and 
status of women; Status of women and population dynamics: 

Interlinkages.  
 ii. Conceptual shift in the women and development discourse from 

‘Women in Development’ (WID) to ‘Gender in Development’ (GID) 
and ‘Gender and Development’ (GAD). 

 iii. Feminist critique of gender perspective in the Indian Planning: from 

welfare to ‘empowerment and women’s agency’ approach. 
 iv. Gender and structural adjustment  

2. Section B Regional and Socioeconomic Dimension of Gender and Development 

 i. Access and control over resources and assets; the cross-cutting issues of 
caste and class and space; Spatial-temporal pattern; case studies   

 ii. Social and Economic Aspects:  

a. Literacy/education  
b. Women and Economy: Gendered Division of labour- mural and 

extra-mural;   

c. Gendered livelihoods and poverty; workforce trends and 
implications for emerging regional patterns; caste/class/region 

overlap  
d. Gender biases in access and utilization of health including- gender 

differentials in nutrition and health, mortality differentials by sex,  



reproductive health  and its consequences, gender inequalities in 
healthcare utilization. 

e. Gender and political participation: national, state and local; equal 
participation in policy and decision-making process, equal 

distribution of political power.    
f. Gender-based violence 

g. Gender and mass media- language, image, and portrayal of 
women   

 

3. Section C  

 

Gender Mainstreaming and Planning 

 

 i. Gender Development Indices; Government and bilateral 

policies/schemes;     
Gender budgeting, Gender sensitive financing 
 

 ii. Institutionalizing gender concerns and gender empowerment in policies 
and  interventions  

 
 iii. National, international programmes, policies, and laws favouring 

empowerment f women.  
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